e STATION. it 5o DIVISION,

____7th January, 1911 |

I beg to report that at about 12-30 a.m. 3rd inst,

300000718, MLP,

I met Superintendents Stark and Ottoway of the City Police,

_and Divislonal Detective Inspector Wensley, "H" Division, at

Arbour Square Police Station; the whereabouts of two men :

_wanted for the Houndsditch murders had been located and a t
_conference was held as to the beat means of effecting their

arrests It was known tﬁ@uhey_..wue,_dﬂnnwand would

_not be taken alive. We decided to establish a blockade of |
the house, No,100 Sldney Street, where they were believed to

be, rather than sacrifice valuable lives in attempting their

_capture by rushing the place, which must inevitably ocour
_by the latter plan and which would a.lgo_hane_atﬁo:d,ad_:“-—'_

_opportunities of escupe in the confusion. Consequenily .

205 men of the City and Metropolitan Forces established

cordons and every avenue of escapse from front or rear waa ——

_guarded by armed police. Armed Constables were also placed —
_in the front room of No.lll Sidney Street, which, with yard -

_adjoining, is occupied by Mr. Dickholtz, a carman, and which
house is immediately opposite 100 Sidney Streei. Armed

Constables were also placed in the doorways of houses where ——

practicable in Sidney Street. =N o

" superintendents Stark and Ottoway, with Chief Insp
_Willis, "City", and Divisional Detective Insp. Wensley, "H"
_Division had in the meanwhile secured the removal of the .

_other residents of 100 Sidney Street. These arrangements

were complete by 4 8.m. : 2 .
;&_&hﬂ ut 7 -Em_ij_uﬂﬂ_: egnlved to call upon the
_men to surrender, and some gravel waa thrown up at the window

-

of the room they were believed to be in, and a volley.of

| bullets was the reply. They fired through the window helcm_ﬁf_'
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into the gateway of 111 Sidney Str3g£. where the City =

|_Superintendents, Insp. Wensley, myself, Sergeant Leeson,

apﬁguthar offlcers were standing. Leeson was shot in the

chest and dropped saying, "I'm done". A doctor was sent for,

who attended at great-risk.

__ The firing from the house continued and Supt. Siark,
City Police and myself discusased the situation from all points

cf view. It was palpable that these men dominated the

gituation, there was no spproach to the house but by the frons

door, the roofa were of the kXind known as gable: and unapproach=

_ables. It was equally plain that any attack by the front door

would have resulted in a great sacrifice of life. Their ]

weapons werda far superiocr to our revolvers, of which at bthis

time we only had a few. It was therefore dscided that Military

aid bve séught as moxe effective weapons were reguired. |

Having obtained authority of Major Wodehouse, Asszistant |

_Commisgioner to do so, I proceeded to the Tower of London and
requested Military aid, which was granted. Lieutenant Ro aa.-.—_‘

2 Non-commissioned Officers and 17 men being furnished, they
were placed in positions of wvantage and replied to the fire of
the men in the house, which had the advantage of drawing thelr
fire and thus exhausting thelr ammunition and preventing any

possible egcape from the front, algo the possibility of =

_wounding them and securing their arrest. |
_ After P.8, Leeson's wound had been dressed,it was deemed
|_necegsary to remove him té the TLondon Hoapital. To do thia,

he had to be taken up a ladder on %o the roof of a workshop,

_across same and down another ladder into a yard where the i
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{-DPense volumes of smoke rolled upward for a conalderable time.

How the fire originated is not known. It is not thought to dbe

_due to the firing, but that the men inslde caused it, poasibly

with the lidea that meana of escape might be afforded by the

smoke and confusion attepdant on a fire, I sent for the Fire

_Brigads, who were in readiness to prevent the fire spreading.

__The upper floors of the house were first burned. It will be

_proved that the men were on the ground floor up to the last

_prepared to shoot, aa they did, I am informed, when a fireman
_attempted to bring a hose in through the back. It was soon
_after this - aboub 2-30 p.m.= _that the last shots were heapd,

__when presumably they shot themselvss., It would not have heen

_pafe %o allow the firemen to approach the house before thls

times

at any time %o leave the burning house, and surrender by

__coming into the street without their weapons and putting their

_hands up in the usual manner as a sign of surrender, or as a
_fact at any time during the morning. .
The large numbersa of Police employed outside the cordons

_which congisted of 200 only, was due to the lmmense crowds

| that assembled outside the area cut off, and which necesaitatad

__thelr pregence to avoid crush and accldenta.

Amongst the occupants of 100 Sidney Street removed durin:

the night, was a woman named Betsey Gershon who had been

sheltering and geeding these men. She at first denled their

__presence but evemtually admibtted it., ©She was arrested by the

__City Officers and will be dealt with by thenm. i
There was & number of men, women and children in the
__house at 100 Sidney Street, alsc in the adjoining house. A J

considerable 'BMH_QLAQME.E_ELM__BM_GMIE_.MILQ@I'j

, o~
__which I presume will have to be made good. In this matier the’’
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, _hﬁna?m,aiijﬂ_ﬂﬁ@l?ﬂ;ﬁidnﬂgﬁm_whiﬂ'h must he

_considereds v, M
i = L= Superintendent.




